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vations have come from both
private and public sectors.

Almost a century ago, the
manufacturing assembly line
developed by Henry Ford gave
birth to mass production; in-
dustrial automation would
not be what it is today without

Ford’s vision of innovation. The
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_ Such innovations, howev-
er, no longer give the United
States an edge, as other coun-
tries also have achieved econ-
omies of scale based on indus-
trial automation and informa-
tion technologies. Many peo-
ple view green initiatives as the
next frontier of American in-
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China or India, and these coun-
tries will have enough resourc-
es to embark on highly advanced
ventures like the space program,
not to mention green initiatives.
Transformation of the global
economy also means American
companies will continue to see
intense competition globally.
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transforming business practic-
es, processes and structures —
that represent departures from
current norms. If America pio-
neered scientific business man-
agement in the early 20th cen- -
tury, perhaps management in-
novation can give it a competi-
tive edge in the 21st century.



